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WINGATE, N.C. - The third-seeded Armstrong Atlantic State volleyball squad advanced to its first-ever NCAA Division II
Volleyball Regional final with a 3-2 win over sixth-seeded Lincoln Memorial on Saturday evening in the Southeast regional,
hosted by Wingate in Cuddy Arena. Game scores were: 28-26, 25-18, 24-26, 24-26, 15-6.
AASU is just the third Peach Belt Conference school to advance to the regional final, and the first since North Florida in
2004. No Peach Belt team has ever advanced to the NCAA Volleyball Elite Eight. The Pirates will have that opportunity on
Sunday evening at 7:00 p.m. against fourth-seeded Catawba, 3-1 winners over host and top-seeded Wingate on Saturday.
"For being the first time [in the region final], it's a great thing for the players," AASU head coach Will Condon said. "They've
worked very hard to get this point - and I think they've earned it, especially in these last two matches."
The match was filled with individual highlights as Pirate senior Rindy Vidovich became just the sixth player in AASU history
to record her 1,000th career kill, and sophomore setter Hannah Segebart set a career high in assists on a second straight
night with 71.
It was a second straight tight five-game affair in regional action for the Pirates, as three of the five games were decided by
just two points. AASU looked like they would close out game one, leading 24-21, but LMU got two kills from Amanda
Horenkamp and a service ace from Ashley Knight to tie things up at 24-24. Gwen Clarke and Michele Remlinger picked up
back-to-back kills at 26-all to give AASU the game.
In game two, AASU jumped out to a 9-2 lead, and eventually stretched that lead to 20-12 before closing out the game with a
25-18 win. The Pirates got six kills from Gwen Clarke and hit .364 in the game to take the commanding 2-0 advantage.
The Pirates had a golden opportunity to put away the match in the third game. With the score tied at 19-all, Vidovich picked
up the Pirates' next two kills to give AASU a 21-19 advantage. At 24-23, Torrie Bevolo's angle attack was called just out,
keeping the Railsplitters in the match. Lincoln Memorial took advantage, blocking the next two Pirate attacks to force a
game four, 26-24. Nine errors contributed to the Pirates' demise in game three as they hit just .156.
Game four saw attacking errors plague the Pirates again as they had nine, hitting just .176 in dropping game four, 26-24.
But in game five, the Pirates left little doubt, jumping out to a quick 10-3 lead and closing out the match, 15-6, hitting .370
Like 0
with 11 kills and just error. Vidovich picked up her 1,000th career kill in the fifth game, at 2-all, becoming the first player to
reach the 1,000 kill plateau since Traci Knuth in 2006.
"I think both teams had their opportunities thorughout the entire match," Condon said. "We just didn't make plays [in game 3
and 4] and they did. I told them before game five that we've been the first team to 15 in every game - and now we're paying
to 15, not to 25.
"That eased the tension a little bit. I think game five is always about who wants it the most, and tonight I think our players
did."
Vidovich led all players on the night with 24 kills as she led a quintet of Pirates in double-figure kills. Junior Gwen Clarke hit
.364 with 15 kills, while junior Michele Remlinger hit .480 with 13 kills and Bevolo also notched 13 kills. Segebart tallied her
career-high 71 assists and freshman Casey Howett (24) and junior Marina Marinova (22) also recorded 20+ digs for AASU.
Lincoln Memorial was led by Horenkamp's team-high 20 kills to go with 21 digs. Ashley Knight added 11 kills, while Lauren
Kiwacka notched 45 assists and Alicia MacIntyre recorded a match-high 28 digs.
The Pirates hit .250 for the match and notched 76 kills, tied for the fifth-most in a five-game match in AASU history. Lincoln
Memorial hit .218 and outblocked the Pirates, 7-5, but AASU recorded nine service aces and outdug the Railsplitters, 99-85.
NCAA SOUTHEAST REGION SEMIFINAL NOTES
AASU is 3-4 all-time against Catawba, its opponent in the NCAA Southeast Region final. The Pirates last met Catawba
on Sept. 7, 2007, a 3-0 win by Catawba. The Indians have won the last two meetings between the two teams. AASU's
last win against Catawba came on September 13, 2003, a 3-0 victory.
The only other Peach Belt Conference team to reach an NCAA region final was North Florida. The Ospreys were in the
2000 South Region final and lost, 3-0, to Tampa. North Florida reached the 2004 South Region final and lost, 3-0, to
eventual NCAA DII national champion Barry.
Senior Rindy Vidovich recorded a match-high 24 kills in Saturday's 3-2 win over LMU, one shy of her career high, while
recording a career-high 26 digs against the Railsplitters. Her 1,000th kill came in game five and she now has 1,004 kills
in her AASU career, good for sixth all-time. Her other AASU career ranks - digs, 7th (940); blocks, 7th (279); games
played, 8th (412).
Vidovich has now recorded 10+ digs in seven straight matches, dating back November 5. She has also recorded 10+
kills in six of those seven matches.
Junior rightside hitter Gwen Clarke tallied a season-high 15 kills in the five-game win over LMU.
The 76 kills team kills recorded by the Pirates on Saturday are tied for fifth most in a five-game match in AASU history.
The 73 team assists are the fourth-most in a five-game match in AASU history.
Freshman Hannah Segebart, in tallying her second straight match with 70+ assists, recorded the third-most assists in a
si n gl e m at c h  i n A A S U hi st or y wit h 7 1 v s. L M U. S h e j oi n s A m a n d a S h elt o n a s t h e o nl y s ett er s i n A A S U hi st or y t o r e c or d
t w o m at c h e s wit h 7 0 + a s si st s.
S e g e b art' s 1, 1 6 0 a s si st s t hi s s e a s o n ar e n o w t h e f o urt h- m o st i n  a si n gl e s e a s o n i n A A S U hi st or y.
Fr e s h m a n C a s e y H o w ett' s 4 6 7 di g s ar e t h e s e c o n d m o st i n a  si n gl e s e a s o n i n A A S U hi st or y, a s hi s h er 3. 8 6 di g s p er
g a m e  a v er a g e.
J u ni or Mi c h el e R e mli n g er' s P e a c h B elt C o nf er e n c e-l e a di n g . 3 6 0  hitti n g p er c e nt a g e i s t h e 3r d b e st i n a si n gl e s e a s o n i n
s c h o ol  hi st or y.
        
ARMSTRONG STATE UNIVERSITY
11935 ABERCORN STREET, SAVANNAH, GA 31419
ARMSTRONG STATE UNIVERSITY IS ONE OF THE PREMIER NCAA DIVISION II COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC PROGRAMS IN THE
NATION, FEATURING 13 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS, 97 PEACH BELT CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS, 148 NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS
APPEARANCES AND 302 ALL-AMERICANS.
ALL PORTIONS OF THESE MATERIALS ARE COPYRIGHT 2017 ARMSTRONG STATE UNIVERSITY. CONTENT MAINTAINED BY
CHAD JACKSON, DIRECTOR OF SPORTS COMMUNICATIONS. FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ARMSTRONG ATHLETICS, PLEASE
CONTACT CHAD.JACKSON@ARMSTRONG.EDU.
